Dublin Community Growers

o our city from the roots up.

Dublin Community Growers
were recently at Bloom in the

¥ Phoenix Park and here is Susanne and Eleanor
: i making seed bombs for children of all ages.

“Enjoying the craic”. Fun was had by all at the
recent open day at the amazing Mud Island
Community Garden. Activities ranged from seed
bomb making, face and hub cap painting to
singing and refreshments making.
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HCHO everyone, this is Gavin Kenny here.

Welcome to the first issue of the Dublin
Community Growers Ezine.

We hope that this format can reach as many
people as possible in a totally free and non paper
manner. We are trying this as an experiment to
see if it can work as a way of communicating
with you all in a cheap and cheerful way.

This is for us as an organisation a way to keep
you informed of what projects are currently
running at the moment such as:

e Dublin Harvest Festival 2013

e Dublin Food Cycle

e People and their Community Gardens

&0

We would like to invite everyone to send in
growing tips, stories of themselves and their
Community Gardens and details of projects that

- you are working on within the Community

Garden.

Each group of people, like their Community
Garden are different and therefore have a
different perspective on what can be done and
what needs to be done to have fun, food, flora
and fauna in the city.

Enjoy the rest of this issue and please send your
ideas to dcgezine @ gmail.com
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o What are the Dublin
Community Growers?

The main reason for the existence of
‘the Dublin Community Growers
network is simple: we have found that
we can accomplish more together than
we can as individual gardens.

- This 1s an exciting time to be involved in

- community gardens which, if you’ll pardon the

~ pun, are sprouting and thriving in all corners of the
= city.

SShid

- Since the Dublin Community Growers were
- formed over 5 years ago we have gone from a
small group of dedicated volunteers to a network
of over 35 gardens successfully growing food and
- flowers and organising local and regional events.

- Our vision is one where communities and

) community gardens take a full part in the social,

~ cultural and economic@v? our city, and we

~ believe that there is huge untapped potential for

. community gardens to enhance neighbourhoods
- throughout Dublin.

L 54 * Each of the member gardens are independent and
 they differ in activities and scale from larger
g ~ examples such as the Heritage Garden in
- Donnybrook or Santry Community Garden to more
& - neighbourhood scale such as South Circular Road
- Garden or the Serenity Garden in Phibsborough.
You can find where your local community garden
~ is located on our website www.dcg.ie.

Peadar Lynch Chairperson DCG
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“The Dublin Harvest Festival is the perfect
antidote to a recession. Not only does it
displace anti-social behaviour, but it also
supports existing businesses by bringing
additional attendance and engagement
from across the city and beyond.”

Robert Moss DCG Secretary
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F: 4 Some of the 2013 Foodcycle group at Serenity “By the way I am into no-dig gardening and 5

44 %&,‘ Community Garden in Phibsborough. no-dig raised beds, which are a great way of ?

8 | using my organic compost.” it
%ﬁ\ The annual Dublin Community Growers and for volume. I believe that the initial heat :

generated by any large amount of material starts
a fermentation which is quickly followed by
micro organisms and worms. I find that adding
fresh horse manure is a great activator but
ordinary pee is just as good.

~ Dublin Cycling Campaign Food Cycle came
~ about a few years ago as an event where

¥ :

- Community Gardens could come together to
b exchange ideas and improve existing
~ relationships within the Community Garden

N ctwork. I make traditional Rush Compost using mainly -‘"
% Will Brennan DCG garden waste including weeds, large amounts of
¥ leaves which I collect; horse manure and %'&'
The Guerrilla Composter seaweed will actually melt if you cover it with t >
compost. By the way I am into no-dig gardening =
To successfully grow organic vegetables a and no-dig raised beds, which is a great way of “‘*
source of good organic compost is necessary. using my organic compost. & '
Plants are big feeders and take a lot of humus It is important to understand that worms don’t £y
- out of the soil. mind if the compost is a bit tough and it is {3
4 § I have composted most organic materials' and .I probably better that way as air is important %3
v AL do make a lot of compost and I don’t believe in  3round the roots of plants. o
- being very particular as I am always looking

Tony Louth Vice Chairperson DCG
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What’s the story?

So here’s to having a chat with your neighbours and growing some good, clean
| vegetables and fruit in your local area.
- Please write to us at dcgezine @ gmail.com and tell us the story about you and your

Gavin Kenny DCG




