Dublin Community
Growers

Changing the city one root at a time
eZine Volume :1 Issue :2

Hello everyone, this is Gavin here and welcome to the second issue of the Dublin
Community Growers eZine. | hope that everyone had a great summer and enjoyed
that special 2 weeks in July when a strange orange/yellow disc shaped object could
be seen in the skies above Ireland...yes that’s right....it was a local star named the
sun.

I's now time to reap the benefits of your hard work during the year and the Dublin
Community Growers invite you to join them in this celebration of the growing year at

the DCG Dublin Harvest Festival 2013.

The day will be jam packed full of activities for young and old alike. From seed bomb
making and face painting for the young to lively discussions and demonstrations for
the young at heart. There will also be arts and crafts stallholders and live
entertainment as well as one of last year’s favourites....fresh apple juice made in

situ from Dublin’s finest.

DCG Dublin Harvest Festival 2013

Wolfe Tone Square from 12-6pm Saturday 14" of
September
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Yet again, it has been a strange
growing year. With a huge growth of
plants recently due to the fine weather
coupled with the heavy rain fall.

So in order to celebrate this
abundance, the DCG Harvest Festival
2013 will be holding a friendly
competition for all the community
gardens that are lucky to have an
abundance of produce.

In order to create a level playing field
we have devised a lose fitting criteria
so that judging can be made a little
easier for the judges.

The produce must be contained inside
a container (even an old boot) or a
basket no bigger than 80cm in length
and 50cm in width and breath for
transport and display reasons in the
Wolfe Tone Square.

The display can be comprised of
vegetables, fruit and herbs from your
community garden.

The judging will take place before 11
am as to allow individual gardens to
show case their own gardens with the
produce in question.

~

Display box of veg. at Harvest Festival 2012.

Community Gardens are encouraged to
bring large (A4) prints of pictures of
their Community Gardens and a few

volunteers so that fun can be had by all.

The Dublin Community Growers
would be extremely grateful for any
volunteers that can help in the smooth
running of the Harvest Festival 2013 in .

its entirety. :

If you are interested in the
competition, could you
please contact the DCG

before Thursday the 5t of

Sept at the address below.

| Please contact Gavin for more details at
dcgezine@gmail.com
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Volunteers at Harvest Festival 2012.

\Volunteers

The Dublin Community Growers is
a voluntary organisation and
operates solely on the good will of
you all. The DCG is looking for all
manner of volunteers for the
Harvest Festival event itself, the
days leading up to and following
the event, to volunteers with the
use of vans for transportation of
material and goods.

Everybody is very welcome and
it’s a great opportunity to build
links between the community
gardens and to help the free flow
of information, skills and
hardware.

Please contact Gavin at
dcgezine@gmail.com.
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Pop up garden.

There will be a ‘Pop Up Garden’ at
the Dublin Community Grower’s
Dublin Harvest Festival 2013.

The Pop Up Garden will consist of
a number of 1 meter X 1 meter
square raised beds.

At the moment the DCG are
looking for plants and spare
pieces of wood that are in need of
recycling to help contribute
towards this endeavour.

Please contact Gavin for more
details at dcgezine@gmail.com.
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The idea of building a pop up no
dig, raised bed vegetable/garden
is to inform the wider public about
the benefits of the no-dig method
and to create jobs in the social
market economy.

The benefits are multiple:

*The height make the beds
accessible.

*A smaller area is easier to plant
up and weeding can be done by
sitting on the side of the box.

A simple capillary watering
system can be installed.

*The production of vegetables
from a raised 1 square meter box
can be as high as approximately
8.5 kgs for carrots, onions, beet
roots or salads.

| believe the efforts put in at the
beginning justify these results.

Tony Louth Vice Chairperson

DCG

At 8pm on Thursday the 12th of
September the Dublin  Community
Growers will be presenting a free
screening of the acclaimed film the
‘Vanishing of the Bees’, in the Dublin
Food Co-op.

This film takes a piercing investigative
look at the economic, political and
spiritual implications of the world
disappearance of the honeybee.

This feature-length documentary which is
narrated by Oscar-nominated Ellen Page,
also examines the current agricultural
landscape and celebrates the ancient and
sacred connection between humans and
honeybees.

Contact Gavin at dcgezine@gmail.com.
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‘The Heritage Community Garden’

| set-up ‘the heritage community garden’,
project in January 2011, | set out to achieve a
self sustainable and productive community
garden.

The aim of the gardening project is to make
the most of the grounds of Avila as a base to
train volunteers as community fruit and
vegetable growers.

The plan is also to lead to the setting up of a
sustainable fair trade co-operative and this
would allow for the garden to be established
as self sustainable and a productive garden.

Also the vision is to encourage volunteers
participating in the community garden to seek
work using the community garden as their
template.

We have managed to successfully
establish a self sustainable and
productive community garden.

In just over a year the garden has thrived
as a community garden. Since we were
first given the use of the walled garden in
Donnybrook we’ve made friends, run
courses, set-up a poly tunnel and raised
beds. Alongside this, we have held
workshops and grown a lot of organic
vegetables.
The team has treated the 200year old
heritage variety apple trees to the first
proper pruning they’ve had in a long time
and we have had many BBQs underneath
them.
Among our core volunteers we have
qualified Organic Growers, Builders,
Carpenters, Composters, Bee-keepers and
Musicians.
We’re growing an empowered community
that is centred on producing organic
vegetables and all that comes with this by
way of workshops ,courses and events.
Plus we have had a lot of fun and made a
lot of good friends on the way.
Jacqueline Kelleher DCG
For more information please visit,
www.theheritagecommunitygarden.com
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Goats for Howth is an innovative and exciting
new project based in Howth, Co. Dublin. The
main aim of the project is to showcase the
benefits of goat grazing in managing scrub and
Heathland in a traditional and environmentally
friendly way.

Since we last saw the goats Lucy Lou has
given birth to twin boys (we’ve named them
‘Joe’ and ‘Vinnie’ after the farmers who have
taken such great care of them over the Winter
months). She will stay on at Newbridge farm for
a week or two until the kids are settled and
mammy and babies are given the all clear by
Fingal County Councils Vet. We also have 4
new members to our herd, Delilah — another
Golden Guernsey goat and Pippa (an Anglo
Nubian) and her 2 female kids (whom we are
hoping can be named by the local school
children in a competition, the details of which
will be announced later). Maggie May remains
the leader of the pack and is proudly sporting
her new goat bell for all to hear.

Don’t forget to keep up-to-date on all our goat
activities by following us on Twitter
(goatsforhowth), Facebook or our
websitewww.goatsforhowth.ie

Marion Kelly DCG

Serenity Community Garden held their third
annual Midsummer Poetry Party on
Saturday the 22nd of June, at 7:30 pm. The
weather earlier in the day had been rather
disconcerting, with frequent heavy showers.
However by the early evening the weather
had calmed down and we were almost
completely rain free, we even got to see a
sunset, before the giant full moon rise to the
southeast after 9 pm. People began to
arrive from 7 pm and proceedings got
underway by 8 pm with classical guitar,
followed by violin recitals. We were also
treated to Indian Dance, and singing, as
well as both original poems and recited
poetry from books. Residents provided food
and refreshments including leek quiche and
home made lemonade. Proceedings lasted
until 9:30 pm, with Gordan on guitar, until
the cold weather got the better of us. As well
as readings in English we were treated to
Spanish, German, and Greek poems.

Robert Moss Secretary DCG
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