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New Year of Growth- Try
somethlng new to you

Some growing ideas for 2014
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! Welcome to this year’s Irish summers edition of the Dublin Community grower’s ezine.
The recent good weather has seen a flurry of excitement across the country and cities of
our nation to get involved in planting food. With the fear of late hail and frost all behind
us, sowing directly into the soil can begin in earnest.

" Growing food and having the ‘craic’ is what we do so it is said that “gardener’s have great x :

imaginations but terrible memories”, saying that the weather is difficult to predict so |
4 think this year you should try some experiments with some vegetables. Remember, if an

Perhaps try a multi coloured range of Beetroot, Chillies under cloches or sweet corn or
something more exotic under “home made” mini glasshouses derived from upcycled
plastic bottles.

Dublin’s community gardens are still going strong and this grass root approach to change is
what has kept us all together whilst all being individuals in our own right. We have a nice
line up of free events and workshops and outings over the course of the year (Christchurch
Festival and the Rose Garden Festival) and we at the DCG committee hope that you have
the time to join us in our celebration of the movements’ uniqueness.

Gavin Kenny
Dublin Community Growers




DCG Opportunltles for
Growth Evenmg at N C. A D
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Marion KeIIy
New Chalrperson
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Marion Kelly, the new chairperson of the DCG addressing some of the
large group of people assembled for the DCG ”Opportunltles night.
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Due to the dynamic nature of the society
that we live in, it was decided by the
committee of the Dublin Community
Growers to ask our members and colleagues
to assist us to gauge the effects of these
changes on their own community gardens
and to help us address them accordingly.

So on March the 5th the Dublin Community
Growers held an Ideas Evening in the
National College of Art and Design. The
evening was hosted by Gavin Kenny, who
subsequently led the “ldeas Workshop” and
Marion Kelly, the DCG’s new chairperson
introduced herself. Robert Moss spoke briefly
about the new Community Garden adjacent
to NCAD and Seamus Bradley gave a very
informative presentation on his recent trip to
Charles Dowding’s (‘No dig garden guru’)
new plot of land in Somerset, England.

Gavin Kenny

Dublin Community Growers
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Marion Kelly grew up on a smallholding, and on
moving to Dublin faced the challenge of trying to

8§ grow her own food when land was scarce. She
4 was instrumental in

setting up Serenity
Community Garden in Phibsborough in Dublin’s
north inner city.

As the first female Chair, she hopes to bring
certain qualities to the role, as well as redressing
the gender imbalance common on Committees.
She is a passionate exponent of the right to grow

1 one’s own food and is keen to see more children

involved.
She takes great delight in newcomers to vegetable
growing achieving success in their Community
Gardens.

'l Lorna Gannon,
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%=1 The National College of Art and Design

now has one of Dublin’s most recent

1 Community Gardens. The site is situated

next to the NCAD premises and is hidden
in between Thomas Street and Oliver Bond
Street.

Nestled in this area, is a beautiful site full
of potential and wildlife of every kind. This
garden is very much in the early stages of
development and some pre-operational

1 work is required.

At the moment the growing area consists
of seven “lazy beds” (various compost
mixes laid down on a hard surface) and

! there are approximately five raised beds to
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complement these.
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Volunteers from AOL V|S|ted the site
on the 16th of May and completed a
vast range of tasks from building
more raised beds to planting
potatoes to clearing some peripheral
areas so that the space can be
utilized more.

As always, this type of urban
agriculture feeds into the concept of
the greening of our city in a
multifaceted manner. While
producing food, this site will also
hopefully bring different groups of
people together whilst being
surrounded by the ever changing
assemblages of urban plants and
animals.

Gavin Kenny
Dublin Community Growers
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Community Gardens in Berlln

Robert with some
of the locals in
Berlin back in

; Januar b | e T

Community gardens are a recent form of
urban growing project. In Ireland they are
a 21stCentury addition to the green space
infrastructure within towns and cities,
particularly within Dublin. Here urban
administration often lumps them together
with the more familiar  Allotment
Gardening, or Schrebergarten as they are
called in Germany. In Dublin we have seen
an increase from two or three community
gardens back in 2005 to at least 46 by
October 2013. But who has been
gardening communally in Berlin, and how
does the result compare to that in Dublin?
| visited four Community Gardens whilst in
Berlin. Bunte Beete Community Garden in
kreuzberg, Central Berlin, Wuhlegarten
way out to the south east of Berlin in
Kodpenick, next to the River Wuhle. The
third garden that | visited in Berlin, was the
Interkultureller Garten in Lichtenberg in the
eastern suburbs of Berlin and the final

garden I visited was the
Prinzessinnengarten which is located
within Kreuzberg at Moritzplatz.

Prinzessinnengarten pays its bills, taxes,
and provides a livelihood for a number of
garden employees through multiple
activities.
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These include on site workshops, and
the installation of gardens for schools.
A lot of these revenue generating
=1 activities are complementary to one
~ ¥ another. The lesson for success in
{ moving community urban agriculture
onto a self sustainable footing seems
to be the operation of as many
different but complementary revenue

7

; streams as possible. It will be
el interesting to see how
I Prinzessinnengarten and other
‘7, ’ community gardens develop as both

¥ business and cultural asset as time
Pyg passes.
¥4 Will the business come to dominate,
1“;," and if so what will be the result?

Would we see a café, plant nursery,
[‘5;; and garden landscaping business run
L1 increasingly along commercial lines,
L8 and presenting itself in a more familiar
% and generic manner? Or will such
community gardens be able to
'S | consolidate their cultural credentials,
| and grow support from volunteers and
| customers alike, simply because they
| are not generic garden retall
* businesses?
Robert Moss
Dublin Communit‘growers
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No Dig Garden
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55 ' ‘ = Seamus visits Charles Dowding’s ‘No Dig Garden’. R : -
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‘4 Following a visit to Charles
§ Dowding’s new plot of land in
BB Somerset for a No-Dig course
4 here are a few of the basics of his
no-dig method.

The area he used was converted
from lawn into a productive
vegetable plot without any digging
apart from some initial hand
weeding.

He used a thick covering (4
| inches-10cm approx.) of well
rotted farmyard manure to
d suppress weeds over the entire
site.

On paths he lay cardboard and
covered this with wood shavings
overlapping cardboard by 6
inches (15cm approx).

Any weeds that emerged from the
beds were hand weeded. He grew
nearly all his plants in module
trays and planted directly into the
manure.

For carrots and parsnips he raked
the newly formed beds to a fine tilt
first and sowed directly onto the
manure.

This method of sowing is just as
successful as dug beds for these
crops according to a trial he
carried out.

The main thing was that weeds
were not tolerated at all and were
weeded “before he could see
them”.
Seamus Bradley
DCG/CSA




Sean, Seamus and Enda explain the beauty of the CSA scheme in Dublin.

! ’ . s SRS SN

SRR NS Deliveries began in August 2013 from
- Community- Supported Agriculture (CSA) || two growers in Kildare, Seamus
1 involves connecting farmers directly to ® Bradley and Enda Kiernan: they
- communities to allow a greater degree of food supplied a range of their own
=8 sovereignty for people in these days of vegetables to buyers numbering
multinational supermarket chains, dependency between 10 and 15 people. Following
on oil, climate change, food scares, & this pilot scheme, an information day
#=-1 industrialisation of food growing, and exclusion of = was held in March 2014 to gauge
?5 small organic growers. 5 interest for another season of
4 CSA Dublin emerged loosely from the community &8 vegetables. We signed up interested
8 gardening movement in the city. It had its first | members on the 8" of May this year,

% definite beginnings after two events held in 2012. and hope to continue to spread the
.| The first was a CSA conference held in The Eco  #¥ idea. Our hope is that greater numbers
= Village, Cloughjordan (Co.Tipperary), in February E&8 of people will get involved in CSA
g of that year where a number of people involved & projects, so that a more resilient Dublin
| in relevant projects in Ireland and the UK shared | will in the future begin to draw on small
their experiences. The second was at the organic growers in its hinterland for its
@ Harvest Festival organised by Dublin Community i{ food supply. We're happy to take on
=% Growers in September, where discussions and [*| new members at any time, or to advise
#% workshops opened up the possibility of a project individuals or groups who would like to
in Dublin. At subsequent meetings, a group of set up their own groups (malil
people decided to formally establish a CSA csadublin@gmail.com  for  further
group, to be run in its first year as a pilot details).
scheme. *| Sean Shanagher DCG/CSA
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The South Circular Road Community
Garden got a face lift on the 12th of May. A
large group of volunteers descended on the
South Circular Road Community Garden,
much to the dismay of the frog population.
Local volunteers and a group from
Volunteers Ireland set about the beds
weeding them, covering them with mulching
material and planting them with carrots,
sprouts, broccoli and geraniums.

With heavy hearts, the last remaining
remnants of the garden sheds were
dismantled and the debris was kindly taken
away by the Dublin City Council.

Unfortunately, a certain amount of anti social
behaviour had meant that the sheds had
become unfit for use by the community
gardeners and now the search begins for
something a little more secure to shelter
from the elements in the time of need and to

store what little tools remain.
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South Clrcular Road Communlty Garden gets a face Ilft

However, “hope springs eternal”
and the defiant crew at the SCR
community believe that a new
chapter of the community
garden has just begun to be

Gavin Kenny

Dublin Community Growers

And finally.....if you and/or
another person from your
community garden is interested
in writing an article for this
eZine and/or volunteering for
the Christchurch Festival on the
14" of June and the Rose
Festival on the 19" and 20" of
July, do not hesitate to contact
us via dcgezine@agmail.com
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