
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Dublin Community Growers Proposal for the Marketing of Dublin’s Organically Grown 
Garden Produce within Dublin City. 
 
 
To: Lord Mayor Andrew Montague 
 
CC: Dublin City Council (or selected members thereof) 
 
Proposal Options: 
 
(1)To have a one-day community garden/allotment produce sale at Dublin Fruit Market, Temple 
Bar Market, or a similar venue in September 2012.  
Money raised from this initial sale will go to Focus Ireland. 
 
(2)To deliver organic fruit and vegetables to organisations that work with low income groups in 
September 2012.  
The event should be held at a suitable high profile venue, and will offer an opportunity for groups 
such as single parents, homeless, and active elderly groups to engage with wider society, and to 
acquire organic fruit and vegetables. This is a win-win situation as it promotes the good work of 
Dublin’s Community Gardens, makes the sometimes elitist impression of organic food obtainable 
to all, and allows the wider public to appreciate the good work of voluntary groups such as Focus 
Ireland, Active Elderly, Meals on Wheels, etc. 
The event would run throughout the day, with different community gardens and allotments 
delivering produce in the morning which would then be collected in the afternoon after a press 
launch. Presentations could be delivered by Dublin City Council Representatives, Dublin 
Community Growers, and by the voluntary groups who will also be able to deliver their message.  
 

(3)The swapping of community garden produce for community gardening credits in September 
2012. 
The event should be held at a suitable high profile venue, and will offer an opportunity for groups 
such as single parents, the un-employed, and active elderly groups to engage with wider society, 
and to acquire organic fruit and vegetables. In exchange for free organically grown produce from 
community gardens, individuals shall be asked to volunteer a day or a half day of their free time to 
aid their local community garden with specific projects, or the general maintenance that such 
gardens require. As well as helping with watering, weeding, and other activities, such participants 
will also be able to acquire the horticultural and administrative skills that community garden 
project volunteers need in order to maintain such garden projects. 
 



Reasoning behind this Proposal: 
 
We aim to approach the administrators of prominent Dublin City Markets and Venues, and hope 
that our work here can be facilitated by the Lord Mayor, and other DCC representatives. 
Most importantly we will also need the support and help of Dublin City Council in facilitating this 
initiative, by providing the site, and arranging the necessary licensing to allow Dublin Community 
Growers to operate in compliance with all health and safety, and legal requirements.  Ultimately 
we will also need 2-3 sales stands, banners, and help with printing literature to inform customers 
of who we are and what we hope to achieve with this event. 
 
It is important to point out that this initiative is not aimed at competing with the existing 
commercial stall holders. Instead we wish to complement the existing fruit and vegetable markets 
within Dublin, by introducing a home grown social and environmental phenomenon that has 
evolved within Dublin since 2005. Such a mix will enhance and enliven a purely commercial 
market. 
 
The core concept behind this project is the use of community-led trading as a practical mechanism 
for improving our food system: changing it from one which is damaging to one that is more 
sustainable. But this is also a seed, a driver, and a mechanism for creating change across different 
communities within Dublin. This initial project would be on a small scale as a way of testing the 
water - in the longer term, if this project is successful, we may run a larger project. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Dublin Community Growers, an umbrella group for the network of community gardens that have 
sprouted in the city in the last few years - these number about fifteen at the moment. We also 
represent allotment holders. 
 
Background: 
 
Community gardens represent an important contribution to civic life in Dublin; although well 
established in various places such as New York, London, and Paris, for many years, they are a 
relatively new phenomenon here in Dublin (allotments have a much longer tradition, going back to 
the early years of the twentieth century). 
 
These gardens are distinct in that they are for the most part grassroots developments, emerging 
wherever communities have seen potential for growing food in unused and/or derelict sites 
around the city.  
 
While the growing of healthy, organic food - and the learning about this process - might be the 
initial or most obvious motive for their emergence, there are many other reasons for cultivating 
these spaces; they enhance the social capital of an area, generate a sense of social inclusion, add 
to a sense of pride in place, and act as loci for various other community activities such as harvest 
parties, workshops, and cultural events to name a few. So why would we like to set stalls up for a 
day in a prominent Dublin City Market next September? 
 
 
 
 



Rationale: 
 

1. Dublin Community Growers is interested in raising the profile of this network of gardens 
and allotments and has been involved in a number of projects to this end – food cycles, 
forums, and visits to gardening/farming projects. We hope to increase our membership and 
to stimulate the spread of these community projects. 

2. At the same time, we would like to integrate more effectively into the food economy in 
Dublin, and hopefully increase/stimulate sustainable food production in and around urban 
areas.  

3. Dublin already has the infrastructure for this type of project; a number of markets, as well 
as many of the old Victorian food markets that are still standing, although in variable states 
of use. A successful project could play its role in adding to the cultural significance of the 
various markets around Dublin.  

4. This would be very much a trial run, but we're confident this event will be a success, and 
might act as the basis for similar projects on a more long-term basis.  Furthermore food 
security and sovereignty is likely to become more important in coming years.  

5. In the longer term, this would represent a vote of confidence for the local food economy, 
with the emphasis on food travelling just a few miles or less to reach its destination, and 
consequent benefits for local producers, and for local consumers who can enjoy 
competitively priced local, organic food. 

6. Possible knock-on outcomes of a successful project might involve establishing a broader 
CSP (Community Assisted Agriculture) scheme.  

 
Supply Issues:  
 
The space for producing food in community gardens and allotments is still relatively small, but 
there is always produce available, particularly at the end of the summer. If we get the green light 
here, we can advise our member gardens to set aside some of their space for producing food for 
market next September. 
 
Demand Issues: 
 
To ensure that produce is successfully marketed, DCG will undertake to publicise this event to its 
membership and to the wider community, making full use of its website, Facebook page and media 
contacts. As the first of its type, this in itself would provide a unique selling point – healthy organic 
food produced by part-time gardeners within the urban area. To help ensure a wider participation 
in this exciting new initiative it would be helpful for Dublin City Council to promote it within their 
events calendar, and upon their online “Dublin.ie” web site. 
 
Licensing and legislative Issues: 
 
We look forward to working with the Lord Mayor and with the council to ensure that all licensing, 
legislative and health and safety issues are comprehensively addressed. 
 


